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It is requested that the Following 
number be quoted in the reply to 


I t this letter. 

• * # P.C.689/19. 


- OTAMIO 0 \5?pEW.- 





Ir 




^tifl (florntrolter, 

% 

i 

SfatpaAote, 2;id June . f9f 9 


Dear Burkill, 

I am sorry I have "been so long in replying 
to your letter of 23rd May but I had to go over the 
question with Mr. Peel. He has decided that you 
should address the Colonial Secretary on the subject', 
as your letter brings up a good number of points 
outside the scope of Pood Control although increased 
Pood Production is the outstanding feature. Could you 


therefore do this 


I trust it will not give you 


much extra trouble;but if we started to mix ourselves 

up in the establishment of the botanical Gardens with- 

« / 

out the C.S.O*s. knowledge there might be trouble. 

yours sincerely, 



I. H. Burkill Esq*, HU A., P. 1. S., 

Director of Botanic Gardens, 



SINGAPORE . 
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Plan of the Bo¬ 
tanic. and Econo¬ 
mic Gardens show¬ 
ing the “lawns,” 
“areas,” or “blocks” 
into which they 
are divided. The 
Lawns and Areas in 
the Botanie Garden 
are d esignated by 
the letters of 
the Alphabet, The 
Blocks in tbe lower 
part of the Economic 
Garden are designa¬ 
ted by numbers. 
The position of the 
Gardens’ building is 
indicated. Bor the 
fullest preservation 
of the amoenities of 
tbe Botanic Garden, 
most of the quarters 
are in the Economic 
Garden. 



FI /«3 


OutBide the semi circular Riding Road 

yellow denotes revenue-yielding rubber 
pale pink, revenue-yielding sago, but not fully planted 
crimson, land under food crops 
blue, land which could be put under food crops 

Within the Hiding Road 

green denotes land prepared for fruit trees, but not planted up 
in consequence of the Government notification that the hill 
would be devoted to building 

red denotes coolies allotments t etc * % which array food crops* 
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:je;q OH ?COD PROPS IE THE BCOEOM 0 GARDEE 

/ 

The labour available for the Economic Garden is used to the 
maximum* Xf these could be provided a little more la.oour Ca_e land 
marked in blue, and the land marked in green on the attached plan 

could be brought under food crops. 

That part marked in green can only be utilised if it be underst6c^ 

that the hill will not be disturbed for building before the crop can 

i 

be harvested ( file C.S.8477/18) 

l‘o utilise for food crons the ares marked in blue would make the 
Riding Road which is the most nubile of the Economic Garden one 
continoue demonstration. Si* men will be reauired to cultivate the 
216000 square feet marked in blue* 

ii. line men to cultivate that marked in green, 

iii. In addition §300 is desirable for manure and tools. 

iv. Further l..r, Mathieu’s services must not be dispensed with upon 

Major Chlpp’s coming. 

4# The position of r. Mathleu is this. He and Hr, Pereira were 
appointed Extra Assistant Curators because ( as the assistant Direc¬ 
tor was at the front, and the Assistant Curator had resigned) the 
director wrs left overburdened with work, r, .athieu was to be paid 
from Savings on the Assistant Director’s pay f and Hr. rereira means 
of the Assistant Curator’s pay. notice has been given to Mr, Pereira 
of the termination of his appointment as the new Assistant Curator 

M 

is now on the way to Singapore but notice has not been given to r. 
/athieu because information of the sailin ox a^or Chipp has not 
yet been received, and this also because X am putting up a ese 
slowly why the Government should retain him until my return from 
leave. But his pay is only provided for so Ion as there ere savings 

on Major Chipp’s. 

Xf then the food growin in the Economic Garden is to be 

extended the cost will be monthly ;• 

_ r . jMathieu*® pay with current allowances 

i 

for labour including watching 

I 

manure etc*lisi e » tools,jars 


§ 299.98 

272 
















The crops havin ; grown and suggested for growth along the side of the 

Hiding Hoad (crimson and "blue areas) are:- 

which altogether about 10 acres 
jseans 

Yams 

Yantias 

Ocimum, (krench Crosnes) a substitute for photatoes 

- 

Papayas 

Arrowroot 
Sweet Potatoes 

Plaintains 
Pineapples 
roselle 

various spinaches 

i * 

ground nuts 

otcros 

bringals (teong) 

and on the hill (green area which is approximately 7f acres) 

mal z e 

ragi, 

with possibly sweet potatoes and tapioca 
as the source for supplying cuttings to buyers 

: r. Mathieu finds that the personal supervision demanded keeps him 

( 1 ' 

very fully occupied; and thinks that although the rubber trees (yellow 
in plan) being let out he needs help: this X can give I believe, in 

f 

adequate measure withour it entailing any expense by puttin' the sale of 

t 

economic plants into other hands. 

6. Hr, jiathieu 1 * main work at the moment is the production of 800 lbs. 


of seed of a selected acclimatised bean for which purpose he now has 

4 

under it 45000 square feet, or about one acre. A second bean of a very 
different nature is also being selected. 

Yam selection ia my work and Papaya, selection Hr. heshmukh* s: but 
i.:r, athieu has charge af all cultivation in the Ecomomic Garden, 

The case for -r. athieu 1 a retention is this:- 

1. by leave is half promised for September next 

V 

2. ajor Ghipp the Assistant JUirector since 19X4 but hitherto at the 


fromt will arrive in Singapore in, say, June, and take over charge when 

b~ Wr 7 



I go on leave. He has :aylay and the administrative work to learn. 

3. :r. Flippanoe the Assistant Curator will arrive in Singapore at the 
end of this month, "being new to the country, he will learn all he 
can do in managing the Botanic larden( as distinguish from the Econ¬ 
omic Garden) and not be able to take over any extra duties when I go 
on leave. 

4. ir.Deshmukh the Field Assistant a Quite new and not yet in a position 
to take any outside executive duties. 

8. Therefore if we add to the ' r ork being- done in the Gardens, r. 

'athieu ( or at any rate some one extra) becomes a necessity, 

* 

9. If this proposal to grow more food crops in the Economic Garden, as 
not considered a sufficient cause lor my asking the retention of Hr. 

i 

■athieu’a services, proposals which I have for planting up an area 
outside the Economic Garden with fruit trees, using food crops as 
catch crops, will make me to do so, and I am now occupied in calcu¬ 
lations respecting this other projects ( file Garden 10766/18) that 
I may apply to Government for funds to be voted now and against 
next year 
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